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3 Steps To Saving For
Your Dream Home
According to Harvard University's
"State of the Nation's Housing"
report, while more people than
ever before want to own their own
home, fewer feel financially ready
to do so yet. Reasons range from
high rents to student loan debt.
Millennials, in particular, are waiting longer to get married, start
families and purchase their first
home. But this is not necessarily
bad news for the housing market.
In fact, it could mean that the
millennial generation has something to teach us all about saving
consistently towards a big life
goal such as owning your own
home!
In this article, learn three important steps to take when you
start saving for your dream home.
Step 1: Pay down your debt to
clean up your credit.
Your credit score is a tricky business when it comes to saving for
your first home. You have no history of carrying a mortgage, so
you can't make any real impact
there. What you can do is to
clean up your overall credit report
so your general credit score is as
healthy as possible before you
apply for your mortgage loan.
According to the National Foundation for Credit Counseling
(NFCC), a surprising number of
Americans think they have "above
average" (60 percent) to "very
good" (41 percent) credit, although a full 48 percent have not
seen their credit score in the past
three years or ever.
So clearly, this is where you need
to start. The best way to differentiate yourself from your competition (other people who are trying
to convince a direct lender to give
them a mortgage loan) is to pay
down your debt, clear up any
disputes on your credit report
and, in so doing, boost your credit
score so you can qualify for the
best mortgage at the lowest interest rates.
Step 2: Separate and automate
your savings.
Saving money is never going to
be the easiest goal you attempt.
(continued on page 3)
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How To Wash
Your House
Avoid damage to siding and plants while getting your
home's exterior shining clean, with this guide to using
pressure washers and hoses.
If you want to give your home more curb appeal, one
great way to start is by giving the exterior a thorough
cleaning. An exterior that sparkles in the sun can make
a world of difference. But if you're about to reach for a
pressure washer, stop right there. Not all surfaces can
handle the intense spray of a pressure washer; some,
like brick, can be damaged by the wrong tools. Here
you'll find out which method is best for your home,
along with more know-how you'll need to get the job
done right.
When to pressure wash. Vinyl or wood siding, or a
hybrid material, is typically strong enough to withstand
pressure washing. But before you head to the home
improvement store, consider just how dirty your house
is. It's best to start with the lightest, gentlest cleaning
method that is effective and work your way up from
there.
Don't reach for the pressure washer unless you have
some serious grime to contend with — a light layer of
dirt and road dust can be easily cleaned using a plain
old garden hose. If your home has sturdy siding and
needs more power than a garden hose can muster, a
pressure washer can be heaven sent.
Get prepared to pressure wash. If you own your
home and plan to use a pressure washer at least once
each year, it could be worth it to buy your own. They
are not cheap ... but they are not cheap to rent, either.
If you cannot reach the upper floors of your home on a
ladder, consider hiring a pro to do the job. If you are
doing it yourself, follow these steps:
1. Soap or no soap? Water alone is enough to get
most exteriors clean. If you have mold or mildew, use a
specialty house cleaner designed to kill mildew in the
pressure washer's detergent compartment.
2. Choose the right nozzle. Pressure washer nozzles
are measured in degrees — those that shoot water in a
very narrow area have the strongest spray (zero is the
strongest) and should be used very cautiously. For
most homes a nozzle with a 40-degree spray should
suffice, so start there and work your way down to a 25degree nozzle if necessary.
3. Secure windows, doors and pets. Make sure dogs
(who could be curious about the spray) and children
are inside, and close all the windows and doors before
getting started. Also put on a pair of safety goggles to
protect your eyes from dirt and debris.
Pressure washing safety. Treat your pressure washer
with respect and common sense, the same as you
would any other power tool — because it is potentially
just as dangerous. The spray that comes out of the tip
of the power washer is so concentrated, it can slice
through skin, so keep children and pets away while you
are working, and never direct the pressure washer at a
person.

Also avoid spraying windows, as the spray could break the
glass, especially in older homes with single-pane windows.
How to pressure wash your house:

Spray at a downward angle. Siding is designed to protect
your home from weather ... and weather comes from
above, not from below. Work with your home's protective
features and direct your sprayer downward. Never spray
into seams or cracks in siding where water can become
trapped and damage your house.

Test a small section. Before getting too far along, turn off
your pressure washer and take a close look at the first
small section you've completed. If you see any evidence
of damage, switch to a regular hose. If it looks good, continue!

Keep the hose moving. Use a steady side-to-side sweeping motion as you spray your house — lingering too long
on one spot can cause damage. If you are using a cleanser, work from the bottom of your house to the top, then
rinse from top to bottom.
When to skip the pressure washer. Homes made of brick,
stucco or delicate wood shingles are best washed by hand
using an ordinary garden hose. You can still get a little
help, though. Home improvement stores carry kits for
washing siding that include special nozzles and reservoirs
for cleansers that can be attached to a regular hose.
What about plants? If you have ivy or roses growing
across the exterior of your home, avoid using a pressure
washer, regardless of whether your siding can handle it. If
you have plantings near your house but not growing on it,
cover them with plastic sheeting before pressure washing
and avoid spraying the area directly.
Washing your house using a garden hose. Pick up a
siding cleaning kit from your local home improvement
store — it should come with a nozzle attachment for your
regular garden hose and a compartment to fill with cleanser if needed.
1. Inspect. Take a close look at the exterior of your home,
keeping an eye out for spots that are especially grimy or
mildewed — you will be tackling those first.
2. Pretreat. Squirt especially soiled areas with cleanser
before getting started with the hose. For a gentler alternative to harsh mildew killers, try a solution of oxygen
bleach, which is a form of hydrogen peroxide. You can
give especially grimy areas a quick scrub with a soft
brush, too.
3. Wash. Fill the compartment in your hose attachment
with cleanser, if using. Keep in mind that unless your
home's exterior is heavily soiled, water alone should do
the job. Spray your home from bottom to top, working one
section at a time. Just as with pressure washing, aim the
spray at a downward angle.
4. Rinse. If you used a cleanser on the first pass, now is
the time to rinse, spraying your home from top to bottom.
By Laura Gaskill
Courtesy of Houzz.com
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2 Common Mortgage Deal Delays
A last-minute problem with financing
can quickly delay a closing on a home
sale. Here are two of the most common financing
problems that can surface:
Failure to disclose key financial information. One
of the biggest reasons for a financial issue is the
failure of the buyer to disclose key financial information, The New York Times reports. Buyers who
are not forthright about their financial circumstances
can face a delay. Lenders will quickly find borrowers
who are behind on child support obligations or real
estate taxes, for example.

Running up credit as a mortgage application is
pending. Buyers may go out and purchase new furniture or a car prior to closing on a home, but doing so,
could cause them a delay to the closing of their home
sale. Lenders will recheck borrowers' credit right before
the closing date. If new debt obligations suddenly appear, that can be a red flag to a lender. Prior to making
any large purchases prior to closing, borrowers should
check with their lender, says Douglas Rotella, an executive vice president and loan originator with HomeBridge
Financial Services.
Courtesy of Realty Times

Simple DIY Projects That Will Increase
The Value of Your Home

In fact, according to The Atlantic,
one of the chief reasons that
nearly half of all Americans have
little or no emergency savings to
fall back on is taking on too much
mortgage debt.
So here is a clear area where
you should proceed with caution.
First, save. Then, buy a home.
The best approach to make saving as painless as possible for
you is to automate your savings.
You can do this by setting up
direct deposit on your paycheck
and then regular auto-drafts into
a savings account reserved just
for dream home savings. This
way, you never even touch those
funds and feel tempted to spend
them instead.
Step 3: Downsize to upsize.

Looking to boost the value of your home without
spending hundreds of thousands of dollars? You
can! Making changes in certain rooms, like the kitchen and bathroom, is more beneficial than in others.
These simple DIY projects will help increase your
home's value the most.
Modernize Fixtures
Replacing outlet covers can cost less than a dollar
each, but if they have paint or other things on it, it's a
good change. While you're at it, consider updating
the outlets themselves. For about $25-$30 you can
buy an outlet that also includes two USB charging
ports. With all the smartphones, tablets and other
electronic devices lying around, just a few of those,
well-placed, can make a big difference. Think about
the rooms in your home that don't have enough outlets and the rooms that are most used for charging.
A less expensive upgrade? Doorknobs. Mismatched,
broken, and dingy doorknobs can be a major deterrent. For a small amount of money per knob, you can
update the look and make the whole house more
visually appealing.
Lighten It Up
The more light you can add to your home, the better.
Freshening up or removing curtains can brighten
your home and make it more inviting.
Replacing windows is also a great way to add value
to your home, particularly true if you live in an older
home that has a lot of windows that stick or that let in
the heat or cold. Installing energy efficient windows
can also get you a nice tax break. However, poorlyinstalled windows can let in water, which can lead to
mold and cracked foundations, so this isn't for everyone.
Old light fixtures, or light fixtures that are dim or unappealing should be replaced to brighten the house.

bar. None of these things have to cost over $100, but
they all add value to your home by freshening it up,
providing simple conveniences, and making it nicer.
Who doesn't want one of those fancy shower heads?
If your bathroom floor is falling apart, suffering from
water damage or is just outdated, you can restore it
yourself pretty inexpensively. Many home improvement
stores offer a class so you can learn what you don't
know, which might enable you to choose a more expensive flooring. Stick with a neutral shade to add the most
value.
Freshen Up the Kitchen
The kitchen is one of the biggest things that will turn
potential buyers on or off to a house. It's also one of the
places where you can get the most money back for
your investment. What's the single best DIY change to
make in the kitchen? A fresh coat of white paint on the
cabinets.
Go ahead and change out the knobs, too.
Storage is another change to consider. Add more
shelves, possibly with space underneath to hang coffee
mugs. Kitchen islands are in demand now and building
one with storage will add value.

But the key to making downsizing
work to serve your greater goals
is to make sure you deposit every
cent of what you save into your
dream home fund. Referring back
to Step 2 here, the easiest way to
do this is to calculate for yourself
exactly what you are saving by
paying less rent, giving up cable,
etc., and then setting up a monthly auto draft in that amount to
deposit directly into your dream
home savings account.

Keeping Up on Maintenance

Adding value to your home doesn't have to be expensive or difficult. Sometimes, the simplest DIY can be the
best place to start. Start by considering your budget
and your home's most pressing needs, and update from
there.

By following these three steps,
you can make tangible financial
progress in saving to buy your
dream home. If you can save 20
percent towards a downpayment,
you can avoid paying expensive
Private Mortgage Insurance
(PMI) and you may even qualify
for a lower interest rate. Scrimping and saving is never fun or
easy, but it will be worth it when
your realtor hands you that brand
-new set of house keys!

Written by Damien Justus
Courtesy of Realty Times

Written by Damien Justus
Courtesy of Realty Times

A home in good repair is always going to be more valuable than one with a leaky roof. If the siding is old or
falling apart, replace it. Consider getting a home warranty, to ensure the value of your appliances. Also
make sure to maintain the appearance outside, sweep
up the leaves, trim the bushes, and keep fences in
good repair.

Makeover the Bathroom
Bathrooms consistently get a high return on the investment. If you have a small budget and you're
DIYing, start small. A new vanity. New sink. A nice
ceiling light. A spa-like shower head. A nice towel

Finally, one effective change
many adults today are making to
save more towards their dream
home is to downsize while they
save. This can mean anything
from moving to a smaller apartment to getting rid of your cable
television subscription. Also, you
must continually remind yourself
why you have downsized in order
for this step to work well.
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Black Hills Farmers Market
May 20 & 27, June 3, 10, 17 & 24
145E. Omaha Street, Rapid City

Custer State Park Open House Weekend
May 19 - 21
Custer State Park

Grand Opening Of The Rushmore
Mountain Roller Coaster
May 20 & 21
Rush Mountain Adventure Park

Crazy Horse Memorial
Open House Weekend
May 26-29
Crazy Horse Memorial

Summer Nights Concert Series
June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 - 5:30 PM
Downtown Rapid City

Main Street Square Concert Series
June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 - 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Main Street Square, Rapid City

Crazy Horse Memorial Spring Volksmarch
June 3 & 4
Crazy Horse Memorial

Art & Wine Fes val
June 10 - 12:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Main Street Square, Rapid City

Informa on provided by:
www.visitrapidcity.com
& www.downtownrapidcity.com

Courtesy of:

Ron Sasso
Broker Associate
(605) 593-3759
ron.sasso1@gmail.com

Outdoor Kitchens Making A Comeback
A few years ago, outdoor kitchens were considered a hot amenity, but they began to fall out of favor. In fact, in a
December 2015 survey by the Na onal Home Builders Associa on, builders indicated that outdoor kitchens would be
one of the least likely features to be added to new single-family homes in 2016. But now, architects say homeowners
and prospec ve buyers are showing resurgent demand for outdoor cooking spaces, according to the American Ins tute of Architects' most recent Home Design Trends Survey.
"Homeowners con nue to ﬁnd ways to add value to their homes by crea ng more func onal space, which is apparent in the rise in
popularity of outdoor kitchens," says Kermit Baker, chief economist of the AIA. "Kitchens have become a hub for the home. Now
homeowners want to bring some of that ac vity to their outside space."
Many buyers will even pay a premium for outdoor kitchens, according to a realtor.com® survey last year. Researchers found that buyers were willing to pay up to 26 percent more for a home with an outdoor kitchen compared to a similar home without one in the
same ZIP code. The study revealed Naples, Fla., to be the most popular metro for outdoor kitchens.
When it comes to indoor kitchens, homeowners con nue to eye certain upgrades, with the most desired being a charging sta on or
computer area, a double island, high-end appliances, and sensory faucets, according to the AIA survey.
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